The type specimens of Argis lar were collected in the north Pacific. They are no longer in existence. Specimens identified as A. lar by Rathbun, from the type locality and resembling the original specimens of Owen, are used to set up a neotype. This is done because some authors have assumed that specimens of Argis collected in the north Atlantic were A. lar and not A. dentata which they believed was not a valid species. Also the distribution of both species in northern Canadian waters is not yet clearly understood.
INTRODUCTION

OWEN'S TYPE SPECIMEN of
It has been found necessary to establish a neotype of this species for two reasons.
(a) Its identity has been confused with that of Argis dentata Rathbun. Rathbun (1902, 1904) Owen's description is abridged as follows:
"exterior smooth and shining; carapace with 2 spines behind the rostrum one on each side at the anterior margin and another some way behind these; rostrum elevated but truncate at the apex; the eyes immediately beneath the rostrum, their peduncles parallel and in line with the body; 2nd joint of the antennules dilated, spiniform externally, its flagella barely exceeding the antennal scales; antennal scales not exceeding the length of the carapace; dactyls of the 4th and 5th pairs of legs compressed and lanceolate; abdominal segments simply ciliate inferiorly, the first five segments carinate, the last with a double carina which is continued along the telson, towards the end of which they become indicated by lateral spines (Owen, 1839) ."
Rathbun (1904) adds to this description as follows:
"carapace about two-fifths or one-third as long as the abdomen; the distance between the two median dorsal spines greater than the distance from the anterior spine to the anterior margin and about equal to or less than the distance from the posterior spine to the posterior margin of the carapace; tubercle sometimes behind the rostral spine; a low blunt irregular carina runs from the orbit nearly to the posterior margin; below this a spine on each side; blade of antennal scale exceeds its spine; chela from to 4 times as long as the width of the palm: the anterior margin forms an angle of about 45° with the side margin; 1st to 5th abdominal segments with a sharp median carina, 6th segment with two sharp carinae, which toward the end become lower and may disappear altogether in front of the posterior margin; pleura of first 4 segments with rounded entire angles, 5th and 6th segments with an acute tooth or small spine at the postero-inferior angles, 6th segment with a superolateral spine on each side of the posterior margin; the telson with two blunt carinae armed with 3 pairs of spinules on the terminal half. The male is different from the female, smaller, eyes considerably larger; anterior margin of the hand more transverse makes the palm look longer;
abdominal carinae are higher and thinner, especially on the 3rd segment; the infero-posterior angle of the 4th segment may have a small spine. The abdomen is more elongate, notably the 6th segment."
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Rathbun (1904) further states that the chief differences between^. lar and A. dentata are that the carinae of the 6th abdominal segment in A. dentata end posteriorly in a small sharp tooth or spine, and the chela is longer than in A. lar.
The chela was said to be 5 times as long as the width of the palm (Rathbun, 1904) . Later when writing about A. dentata from the Atlantic the length of the chela was said to be 3| to 4 times the width of the palm, and the spine of the antennal scale was said to exceed the blade (Rathbun, 1929) .
DISCUSSION
The features of A. lar and A. dentata delineated by Owen (1839) and Rathbun (1904) are essentially the same in both species. But there is one exception to this. The morphology of the 6th abdominal segment described by Rathbun (1904) gives a clear difference which may be used to separate the species.
Also a few other less obvious differences exist. These are enumerated in Table I . The median pair of lateral spines on the telson nearer to the distal than to the proximal pair (Fig. 2) The ridge across the 6th abdominal segment dorsally does not join the proximal ends of the carinae, and has a fringe of short setae directed posteriorly Outer ramus of the uropod distinctly shorter than the inner ramus (Fig. 3) Setal fringe on telson profuse in most specimens Sixth abdominal segment 42-58% of carapace length (Fig. 4) Rathbun (1904) In A. dentata the ends of the carinae are free from this ridge which has a short fringe of setae (Fig. 1). (b) The 6th abdominal segment is proportionately shorter in A. lar than in A. dentata (Fig. 4) . Most of the specimens measured were females.
(c) The three pairs of lateral spines on the telson are more nearly equidistant from each other in A. lar than in A. dentata ( Fig. 1 and 2) .
(d) The inner ramus exceeds the outer ramus of the uropod by a shorter proportionate amount in A. lar than in A. dentata ( Fig. 1 and 3) . 
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